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Dear Friends and Neighbors, 

I am thrilled to report that the Justice High School Scholarship Fund (JHSSF) awarded over $160,000 in scholarships this 
year to 71 Justice HS graduates. That’s a new record for JHSSF and for our students, and it is a record we hope to quickly 
surpass in 2020. We are grateful to everyone in the Justice HS community whose generosity made this possible. Thank 
you for donating, volunteering, attending Bands at the Beach, and cheering our incredible students on to a bright future 
that includes college. 

Of course, our scholarship awards cover only a fraction of what’s needed for students to succeed in college. And as 
you’ll read inside, the need continues to grow:

o Our Recipient Spotlight (page 2) offers a peek into the exciting things our JHS Scholars achieve – and the impact of 
your contributions on those accomplishments. By helping these students today, you are helping our community for 
years to come as our college-educated students return and contribute to the region, Virginia, and our nation.  

o In the Partners’ Corner (page 4), read about our partners whose energy and contributions amplify our reach and hon-
or individuals and groups who’ve made a difference in our community.

o Speaking of community, we couldn’t do what we do without all of you and our extended Justice HS neighborhood. 
Our signature Bands at the Beach event (see the roundup on page 4) celebrated that community and added a few 
more to our numbers. 

Looking ahead, we hope you’ll help us to expand the Fund’s impact by increasing your donation as much as possible. 
Giving even 10% more makes a huge difference for the Class of 2020. Share this newsletter with your neighbors and 
encourage others to join us in making college a reality for Justice HS graduates, with more dollars to close the funding 
gap and more hope for a thriving future for all of our “kids.”

On behalf of the entire JHSSF Board of Directors, thank you for your continued support of college-bound seniors at 
Justice High School.

Gratefully, 
James R. Schroll, President  
Justice High School Scholarship Fund 

PARTNERS CORNER
The JHS Scholarship Fund partners with local organizations whose commitments com-
bine with ours to help many more students. This year, our partners awarded an addi-
tional $77,000 in scholarships. Please join us in recognizing them:

Decorate A Vet, which is dedicated to honoring Northern Virginia Veterans. Found-
ed by Stuart HS alumnus and Justice HS parent, Jeff Jones, and involving other local 
business and community leaders, Decorate A Vet established a scholarship focused on 
helping 1-2 students with a connection to the military to attend college. Decorate A Vet 
awarded its first scholarship in 2019!

The Thurgood Marshall Fund was established to honor one of Lake Barcroft’s most 
distinguished residents, U.S. Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall. The Fund 
awarded $47,000 in scholarships this year. 

The Casey Schulman Foundation was established in honor and memory of Casey 
Schulman, a Stuart HS graduate. The Casey Schulman Foundation awards scholarships 
for high-achieving students who have a curiosity about the world and have demon-
strated their desire and ability to improve the lives of others. This year, the Foundation 
awarded a $20,000 scholarship - $5,000 over 4 years.

The Bailey’s Crossroads Rotary Club has been serving the Bailey’s Crossroads Communi-
ty since 1977. The main objective of Rotary is service: in the community, in the workplace, 
and throughout the world. The Rotary Club awarded $11,000 in scholarships this year.

BANDS AT THE BEACH - BUILDING COMMUNITY IN MANY WAYS
On a picture-perfect September afternoon, we hosted our third Bands at the Beach event. Once again, we enjoyed amazing 
music, great food, and most importantly, a celebration of community. Students, FCPS and school staff, parents, neighbors, 
friends, and alumni came together to help make college a reality for the extraordinary graduates of JHS. The event showcased 
our community’s talents: two local bands entertained the crowd - Matt Slocum and the Gravel Road Band showed bluegrass 
virtuoso, while Honey and the Firebirds, rocked the party with blues-infused rock and bluegrass. The Justice High School Crew 
Boosters brought a fabulous assortment of desserts. Local wine purveyors from Wine Traditions, Ed Addis and Barbara Selig, 
donated the wine, and local favorite brewery, Port City, provided its beer at a discount. For the second consecutive year, Bill 
Page Honda made a substantial contribution to the event and the JHS Scholarship Fund. 

Together with over 200 community members who came to enjoy the gorgeous afternoon, music, and conversation, we 
raised approximately $9,000. Those proceeds will go directly to new JHS Scholars from the JHS Class of 2020.  Bands at the 
Beach is a delightful way to celebrate our community while helping our Justice students achieve their college dreams. 

CONTRIBUTIONS BY CHECK SHOULD BE MAILED TO: 
Justice High School Scholarship Fund  
P.O. Box 4612, Falls Church, VA 22044  

If you are a federal employee, you may contribute via the CFC 
charitable giving program. Our Agency Designation Number 
is 28018.  Many companies offer matching gift programs that 
double or even triple a donation’s value. If you have questions 
about your company’s matching gift program, contact your HR/
personnel office. 

The Justice High School Scholarship Fund is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization that began operation in 2005 with a mission to provide academic 
scholarships to then J.E.B. Stuart High School graduates attending accredited post-secondary education programs. To be eligible, applicants must 
have documented financial need and must demonstrate ability to succeed at the next level. The Scholarship obtains all of its funding from donations 
made by members of the larger Justice High community, including parents, faculty, student alumni, businesses and service organizations, neighbors 
and interested friends and relatives. The scholarship also participates in the Combined Federal Campaign. The Scholarship is an all-volunteer opera-
tion that devotes over 95% of revenues to scholarships. 

DID YOU KNOW?
The JHS Scholarship Fund 
also awards individual 
named scholarships to 
honor local heroes: Harri-
et “Ozzie” Mask, a gifted 
teacher with a passion for 
theater, music and journal-
ism; Noreen Thomas, an 
active and devoted PTSA 
and band parent; Nancy 
Svendson, an ESOL teach-
er; and Jeremy Munga, a 
loved and respected mem-
ber of the Class of 2017 
whose scholarship honors 
the vital role and mentor-
ship that the Justice Athlet-
ic Department provides to 
all student-athletes. 

Donate online via PayPal at  
www.JHSScholars.org/contribute 
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RECIPIENT SPOTLIGHT 
We are proud of all 71 Justice High School Schol-
arship Fund recipients in 2019. They have made 
impressive accomplishments, often achieved in the 
face of major obstacles in their personal lives. These 
young people are resilient, hard-working, commu-
nity-oriented, and motivated. We wish you could 
meet them all, but here are some of their stories.

One teacher wrote, Luis “is the solid, salt-of-the-earth kind of guy 
you want to have care for your kids or operate on your heart or de-
sign your next home or be responsible for the missile codes.” More 
than one teacher paired him up with struggling students knowing 
he would quietly help them improve their study skills. Luis is an avid 
cyclist who joined the crew team his senior year. His coach praised 
him for working hard to improve his skills and serving as a role mod-
el for the younger rowers. He will be the first in his family to attend 
college. A student at George Mason University, Luis is looking for-
ward to studying Mechanical Engineering.

Malleha’s family immigrated from Pakistan to give their daughters 
educational opportunities, and she has made the most of them. Her 
teachers praised her creativity, resilience, and compassion. She is 
involved in her community, including peer mentoring a new stu-
dent from Afghanistan, volunteering at her mosque, and serving as 
a STEM Ambassador at Glen Forest Elementary. At Justice HS, she 
was PTSA Vice President for Student Involvement. Malleha was also 
Senior Class Secretary and applied her artistic talents in a variety of 
activities, including a new event, Winterfest. In addition to commu-
nity and school responsibilities, she worked part-time jobs to con-
tribute to family finances, again utilizing her talents as a henna and 
make-up artist for weddings and other celebrations. She envisions 
using her talents to open up her own salon and is intending to study 
business at George Mason University as a first step toward that goal.

Steeven is passionate about helping people and being part of a 
community. This trait is exemplified in his schoolwork - teachers 
said that Steeven treated uncomfortable topics with a sensitivity 
that was well beyond his years. His focus on people extended to his 
extracurricular activites, like the Edu-Futuro Emerging Leaders Pro-
gram, which trained participants in public speaking and community 
service. He and his family also adopted an orphanage in his native 

Colombia, delivering clothes and supplies every year. In the past 
two years, Steeven has also taken care of his aging grandfather. He 
was a member of the National Honor Society and Spanish Honor 
Society, and is attending Virginia Commonwealth University as the 
first member of his family to pursue a college degree.

Monica is the fifth daughter of parents who immigrated to the 
United States during the Cambodian and Vietnamese wars. Her 
parents own a hot dog food truck and have worked tirelessly to 
instill in their daughters - who all attended Stuart/Justice High 
School - the importance of excelling in school and attending col-
lege. Monica’s eldest sister has graduated from college, and her 
other three sisters are in college now. Monica will attend the Uni-
versity of Virginia in the fall, having achieved an IB Diploma and 
a GPA of 4.465. She has worked in the family food truck business 
throughout high school, but also found time for lacrosse, the 
French and Math Honor Societies, and tutoring other students.

A leader with a can-do attitude, Haseeb has the makings of an en-
trepreneur. He played an instrumental role in developing a Maker-
Space at Glasgow Middle School called Curiosity Shoppe. Curiosity 
Shoppe provides students with hands-on tools to create real prod-
ucts from their ideas. From 7th grade through high school, Haseeb 
helped organize items - and mend broken ones - within the resource 
center, and designed and led activities for Glasgow students. While 
at Justice High School, he created AquaEffort, a nonprofit organi-
zation with the mission of bringing clean drinking water to those in 
need. The organization received local news coverage and Haseeb 
successfully led AquaEffort’s project to build a well in a village in 
rural Pakistan and also to send bottled water to Puerto Rico follow-
ing Hurricane Maria. Haseeb served and rose to become the Squad 
Commander in the Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air 
Force. He was honored with National Capital Wing Cadet Officer of 
the Year Award. Haseeb will study business at George Mason Uni-
versity and aspires to be a lawyer.

Shirle is a Justice High School success story. Despite having exten-
sive household and childcare responsibilities, she took advantage 
of Justice’s academic offerings by completing the IB Diploma re-
quirements and is now attending the University of Virginia. Manag-
ing her time was critical, yet she played on the varsity softball team 
for three years and was a member of the National Honor Society 
and Math Honor Society. To ensure that she remained connected to 
her heritage, she participated in a Bolivian dance troupe that per-
formed regularly in the community. Most importantly, Shirle took 
great pride in being a role model for her younger brothers and 
cousins, encouraging them to also make the most of their abilities.

IMPACT - THE NUMBERS SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES
Since our inception in 2005, the Justice High School Scholarship Fund and our partners have awarded  

more than $1.9 million to help 666 Justice graduates take the important first step toward a college degree.

CLASS OF 2019 IMPACT
74  

scholarship  
recipients  
(71 JHSSF)

$238.7k  
scholarships 

awarded 
($160.7k  
JHSSF) 

88%  
completed  

IB  
classes

74%  
are first in  

their family  
to attend  
college

88%  
speak a  

language other 
than English  

at home

75%  
were Pell  

Grant  
eligible

88%  
were eligible 

for free or 
reduced-price 

lunch

WHY LITTLE RIVER UCC GIVES TO THE  
JUSTICE HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
At Little River United Church of Christ in Annandale, members and 
friends have come to know and be inspired by 2017 JHS Scholar, 
Deniz Lopez-Jimenez. A junior at George Mason University, Deniz 
hopes to enter the nursing program in 2020. His involvement at 
Little River began when he was a middle schooler in 2013 and he 
volunteered for “First Friday,” a parents’ night-out program. Since 
then, Deniz has continued to be an enthusiastic volunteer and par-
ticipant in many activities, from pancake suppers to silent auctions 
and singing with the youth and adult choirs. He has also traveled 
with our youth on mission trips to Mississippi and Puerto Rico to 
rebuild hurricane-damaged homes. 

Having grown and matured from middle school to college, and with 
his positive attitude and giving nature, Deniz has become endeared 
to many people in the church community. It has always been appar-
ent that academics are a priority for Deniz. This is especially admira-
ble because, despite personal challenges and hardships, Deniz has 
always made school a priority and stayed focused on his academic 
and career goals. 

Knowing that Deniz strives to make the most of every opportunity 
he encounters, and that he is thriving at GMU, the church is inspired 
to continue to give to the scholarship fund that has supported Deniz 
and other college-bound students in our community.

RISING COST OF COLLEGE 
MEANS MORE HELP IS NEEDED
It feels as inevitable as time itself. The price of 
college continues to rise. According to U.S. 
News & World Report’s annual survey, the 
average tuition and fees at in-state schools 
in 2019-2020 rose by nearly 4%, and the av-
erage tuition at private colleges climbed 3%. 
Many families are feeling the pinch. 

Despite having demonstrated financial 
need, calculated via the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), students 
often are not offered a sufficient combi-
nation of grants and loans to fully address 
their needs. Even a relatively small gap 
(e.g., $500 for travel to school, or $1,000 for 
books) can end the college dream for some.  

This is where you come in! Fifteen 
years ago, this community saw the 
struggle among the (then) JEB Stu-
art HS students and came together 
to help make college dreams a 
reality. Since then, we have award-
ed over $1.4 million to support 
college attendance for 635 Justice 
HS seniors. The last-dollar scholar-
ships provided by the JHS Scholar-
ship Fund close the gap between 
financial aid awards and the real 
cost of college. 
With rising college tuition and fees, and a 
widening gap between financial aid and the 
cost of college attendance, the work of the 
JHS Scholarship Fund grows more critical 
every year. 

(Left) Deniz at the lectern: speaking about how the Justice High School Scholarship Fund 
scholarship made it possible for him to complete his first two years at George Mason Uni-
versity where he is now a junior hoping to enter the nursing program in 2020. (Right) Deniz 
and three young church members sorting donated books that Little River UCC donates to 
the Fairfax County Sheriff’s Office for children in the waiting area to read and/or take home.
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