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Dear Friends: 

Looking for something to lift your spirits and inspire optimism for the future? Read this newsletter. In our Recipient  
Spotlight, learn about our many amazing scholarship recipients in the Justice High School (JHS) Class of 2020: young 
men and women with enormous grit, enthusiasm, and talent who overcame great hurdles to graduate with distinction 
and qualify for the next step on their journey towards success. Discover why donors and partners give (Why We Give 
and Partners Corner) and why we do what we do.

The Board of the JHS Scholarship Fund (JHSSF) is privileged to review the applications submitted by our talented JHS 
Scholars. Every year we are humbled and inspired by what we read. This year, two traits stood out: resilience and empathy.

JHS Scholars demonstrate resilience overcoming major challenges both inside and outside school. Challenges like start-
ing high school while learning to speak English at the same time; like juggling part-time work, sports, and band, and still 
completing homework. Challenges like suffering the loss of family income due to the pandemic. Our Scholars exhibit 
empathy, reaching out to help others overcome similar challenges so that they, too, can prevail. These young adults will 
succeed in college and beyond, not just through their intelligence but also through their strength of character. In our 
pandemic world, that strength has again been challenged, as you’ll read in College in the Age of COVID.

Thanks to your generous financial support, the JHSSF awarded $177,000 in “last dollar” scholarships to 68 graduates, 
surpassing 2019’s record scholarship dollars. Together with our partners, the Ozzie Mask, Rotary International, Thurgood 
Marshall, Casey Schulman, Decorate a Vet and Step It Up Foundations, this generous community distributed $221,500 to 
graduating seniors with financial need. Thank you for making this possible. 

Please take a few minutes to read about the resilient, empathetic young people you helped in 2020 – and the lasting 
impact of your generous contributions. And please join with us in supporting them again now. Your donations are truly 
lasting gifts to these students and to our entire community. 

Gratefully, 
James R. Schroll, President  
Justice High School Scholarship Fund 

PARTNERS CORNER
The depth of our community’s commitment never fails to amaze us. Alumni, present and former 
staff, current families, and neighbors all give generously to make college dreams a reality for our 
Scholars. In 2020, we gratefully welcomed a new partner – the Step It Up Foundation. 

The Step It Up Foundation was established by a local family with a commitment to education 
that spans three generations. Nine family members earned college degrees, three currently 
attend, one teenager is planning to attend, and two are pursuing graduate degrees. Through 
marriage and luck, the family is a wonderful mixture of ethnicity and creeds – Italian,  
Guatemalan, Irish, English, Russian, Argentinean, Jewish, and Christian. They share a deep 
and abiding desire to “love, be kind, and help others.” We are so grateful that they have 
chosen to share these values with JHSSF in the form of a new scholarship. 

The Step It Up Foundation scholarship honors focused immigrant students who value the gift 
of education and thus, the opportunity to change their lives and become part of the American 
Dream. Ideally, this two-year scholarship will enable recipients to earn an Associates degree 
and position them to win scholarships toward a four-year degree.

CONTRIBUTIONS BY CHECK SHOULD BE MAILED TO: 
Justice High School Scholarship Fund  
P.O. Box 4612, Falls Church, VA 22044  

The Justice High School Scholarship Fund is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization that provides academic scholarships to Justice HS graduates attending 
accredited post-secondary education programs. The Scholarship obtains all of its funding from members of the larger Justice High community, including 
parents, faculty, student alumni, businesses and service organizations, neighbors and interested friends and relatives. The Scholarship is an all-volunteer 
operation that devotes over 95% of revenues to scholarships. 

Donate online via PayPal at  
www.JHSScholars.org/contribute 

4 1

BOARD OF  
DIRECTORS
OFFICERS:
James Schroll, President
Roberta Zapple, Vice 
President

Susan Tull O’Reilly, 
Secretary

Ross Kory, Treasurer
 
BOARD MEMBERS:
Carrie Douglas
Robert A. Feldman
Mark Goldenberg
David Hopewell
Kari Kelley
Alexander R. (Sandy) Kory
Kathleen McBride
Diane Morse
Rachel Mosher-Williams
Kathleen Perez-Lopez
Tara Rethore
Nelly Samaniego
Karen Bizier Smith
Mary Tycz
Cynthia Waters
 
HONORARY 
DIRECTORS:
Congressman Don Beyer, 
8th District, Virginia

Congressman Gerry 
Connolly, 11th District, 
Virginia

Virginia State Delegate 
Kaye Kory, 38th District

Maria Eck, Principal,  
Justice High School

 
EMERITUS BOARD 
MEMBERS:
Lisa Gunther
Diane Kilbourne

We are now able to receive donations of appreciated securities. This is a tax-friendly way to donate to a great 
cause. Please contact Jim Schroll at jrschroll@gmail.com for details.

BREAKING 
NEWS!

A recent survey of nearly all past scholarship recipients  
showed how JHSSF scholarships create lasting impact  

for the students, their families, and communities:

26%
would not 
have been 

able to  
attend  
college

31%
could more 

easily attend 
their  

first-choice 
school 

44%
able to work 
fewer hours 
and study 

more 

61%
more confi-

dent because 
of the trust 
placed in 

them

64%
significant 

reduction in 
loans required 

to attend  
college

“I was able to attain a degree in  
four years rather than taking longer … “

“My education would have been impossible without the scholarships from the Fund.  
Forever grateful.”

“It helped me in so many ways, not just  
financially, … and it made me feel proud.”

If you are a federal employee, you may contribute via the 
CFC charitable giving program. Our Agency Designation 
Number is 28018.  Many companies offer matching gift 
programs that double or even triple a donation’s value. If 
you have questions about your company’s matching gift 
program, contact your HR/personnel office. 



RECIPIENT SPOTLIGHT 
We are proud of all JHSSF recipients. These young people are resilient, hard-working, community-oriented, and 
motivated. We wish you could meet them all, but here are some of their stories.

Archana has a crystal-clear 
image of where she wants 
to be in 10 years: through 
her education in envi-
ronmental engineering, 
she plans to work to save 
millions from the disastrous 
effects of environmental 
threats. Perhaps her two 
summers with the Smith-
sonian’s National Museum 
of Natural History, working 
on molecular biology and 
electron microscope re-
search projects and culmi-
nating in a presentation to 
scientists and the public, or 
her work with the George 
Washington University 
Anthropology Department, 
sent her down this path. 
But it is the words of her 
teachers that lead us to 
believe she will make good 
on her goals: “brilliant,” 
“curious,” “highly motivat-
ed,” “strong in character.”  
Not content to sit back, 
Archana was a founding 
member of the Science 
Honor Society, made it to 
the state competition two 
of three years with the Sci-
ence Olympiad, restarted a 
mentorship program at her 
elementary school, worked 
with her family to rebuild 
a temple in her parents’ 
village in India, and worked 
on an educational cam-
paign to address human 
trafficking. Archana attends 
Yale University.

Katherine exemplifies 
many of the students to 
whom the JHSSF awards 
scholarships. English was 
not her native language. 
Her parents do not have 
the financial resources 
to help pay for college. 
Katherine took a challeng-
ing course load at Justice, 
did very well, and earned 
an IB diploma. She had a 
part-time job for years to 
earn money for the fam-
ily and was active in her 
family’s church. She gave 
back to the community by 
mentoring younger ESOL 
students. According to a 
teacher who knows her 
well, Katherine possesses 
an “inquisitive mind … 
[and] the work ethic and 
intellect to be successful in 
college.”  Katherine is the 
first in her family to attend 
college-in her case, Wil-
liam and Mary-where she 
will study political science 
or engineering.

Josue wants to become a 
police officer, and he knows 
achieving this goal will be 
hard work. But he is no 
stranger to challenges. He 
started high school knowing 
almost no English. Despite 
being an ESOL learner 
for the first three years at 
Justice, Josue earned good 
grades. Along the way he 
impressed his teachers with 
his resilience and optimistic 
outlook.  Family circum-
stances forced him to work 
40 hours per week on top of 
being a full-time high school 
student. At the same time, 
Josue helped take care of a 
younger brother—while also 
trying to be a role model for 
him.  However, Josue is a 
young man with a plan. With 
assistance from The Step It 
Up Foundation, he will study 
criminology and criminal 
justice at Northern Virginia 
Community College, trans-
fer to a four-year program, 
graduate with a bachelor’s 
degree, and eventually join 
a police force in Virginia.

Faisal and Mohamed 
have known each other 
since before they were 
born—which is not 
surprising given that they 
are twins. They spent their 
early years in Afghanistan 
and moved to the U.S. just 
before their freshman year 
at Justice. Neither knew 
much English at that point, 
but they worked hard to 
learn their new country’s 
language. Over time, 
this allowed them to take 
challenging IB courses 
and help others. Faisal 
served in the community 
by interpreting for Afghani 
immigrants who had not 
yet gotten comfortable 
with English. Mohamed 
mentored new students 
at Justice in English and 
study skills. Both young 
men go to George Mason 
University, where Faisal 
studies civil engineering 
and Mohamed studies 
computer science. Both 
dream of helping children 
in Afghanistan receive 
educational opportunities 
like the ones they had in 
the United States.

IMPACT - THE NUMBERS SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES
Since our inception in 2005, the Justice High School Scholarship Fund and our partners have awarded  

more than $2.15 million to help 735 Justice graduates take the important first step toward a college degree.

CLASS OF 2020 IMPACT
69  

scholarship  
recipients  
(68 JHSSF)

$221.5k  
scholarships 

awarded 
($177k  
JHSSF) 

94%  
completed  

IB  
classes

90%  
active in 

college prep 
programs

67%  
first in  

their family  
to attend  
college

86%  
speak a  

language other 
than English  

at home

71%  
were Pell  

Grant  
eligible

83%  
were eligible 

for free or 
reduced-price 

lunch

JHSSF Donor Dr. Elizabeth Boris
Dr. Elizabeth Boris has lived in Lake Barcroft since the early ‘70s. Her sons both went to Bailey’s Elementary, 
Glasgow MS, and then J.E.B. Stuart HS, now Justice. She was part of the neighborhood Newcomers Club 
and was also very engaged in PTAs in all of her sons’ schools. Dr. Boris has a history and policy relations 
undergraduate degree and a Ph.D. in political science specializing in international relations. She’s a lifelong 
researcher of nonprofit and philanthropy activity to document the scope and impact of the social-change 
field. Her personal values always aligned with her chosen field.  
Dr. Boris has been donating for years to the JHSSF not just because of her family’s connection to the 
school community, but also because she, herself, was a scholarship kid.  Her parents weren’t able to afford 
college and she received scholarships that allowed her to graduate without debt. Dr. Boris feels privileged 
to support a school with such diverse students and is grateful for the opportunity to pay it forward, partic-
ularly at a time when the economy and pandemic are hitting families so hard. Education has always been 
near and dear to her, and she hopes others join her in supporting the JHSSF and Justice students!
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COLLEGE IN THE AGE OF COVID
COVID-19’s impact on the Justice HS class of 2020 was almost immediate: the play was canceled a week before its pre-
miere, sports did not get past the first round of scrimmages, spring concerts were canceled, and the Science Olympiad 
team’s bid for the state title ended. Soon, traditional rites of passage for seniors were also upended: no prom and online, 
virtual convocation and graduation ceremonies.  
As fall approached, the pandemic’s impact on our alumni scholars became even more apparent. Numerous articles 
chronicle the struggle of colleges and universities to provide the educational expe-
rience its students expect (and pay for), while having to limit access to on-campus 
housing, cut work study, and incur additional expenses to support online learning. 
Even more clear: the economic fallout resulting from the pandemic disproportionately 
impacts low-income families like those the JHSSF helps.
Meanwhile, scholarship recipients are adapting and navigating these unprecedent-
ed times. For some, like Zulma, the impact was felt quickly. Her parent’s employment 
situation took a hard hit, and suddenly her family could no longer meet the family 
contribution required by her college’s financial aid package. A number of students 
have rethought their college choices: switching from a four-year residential college to 
begin their studies at community college and live at home. Other scholars, like Duaa, 
have deferred going to school for the first semester because they do not believe on-
line learning is effective for them. Ivette, who is paying her own way through Northern Virginia Community College, has 
elected to attend school part-time.  
The financial support provided by the JHSSF has never been more important. The Fund also provides much needed flex-
ibility: if a student is unable to attend school for a year, their JHSSF Scholarship remains available for up to five semesters 
or more if needed. Importantly, our awards also follow the student, not the school. As long as the student continues to 
demonstrate need, the JHSSF award is available even if they change schools. Our multi-year scholarships are particularly 
important in turbulent economic times, offering students the means and confidence to continue their studies. 
The pandemic has created great instability around the globe. With your continued generosity, the JHSSF will be there to help.

The economic 
fallout resulting 
from the pandemic 
disproportionately 
impacts low-income 
families like those 
the JHSSF helps.
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